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Notes for Churchplanters and Fresh Expressions Practitioners in the Anglican Tradition
Background
In the Western churches, the Epiphany (‘manifestation’) became an occasion to celebrate one element in the story of Christ’s birth, the visit of the far-travelled magi, understood as the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles. Matthew’s account speaks simply of ‘wise men from the east’; later tradition fixed their number at three, made them kings and recalled their resonant names – Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. So  Epiphanytide is an apt season to pray for the worldwide mission of the Church. The feast of the Conversion of St Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, appropriately falls in the Epiphany season, as does the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

In the Eastern churches, the Epiphany is, rather, the celebration of Christ’s baptism at the hands of John, when the heavens were opened and a voice from heaven declared Jesus to be God’s beloved Son. The miracle of Cana in Galilee, where Jesus ‘first manifested his glory’, follows immediately:
		Manifest at Jordan’s stream,
		Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
		and at Cana wedding-guest
		in thy Godhead manifest.
		(Christopher Wordsworth)

The arrangement of the Sundays of Epiphany in the Revised Common Lectionary deliberately draws out both Western and Eastern perspectives.

The season of joyful celebration that begins at Christmas now continues through the successive Sundays of Epiphany, and the festal cycle ends only with the Feast of the Presentation (Candlemas). The child who has been manifested to the magi at his birth is now recognized by Simeon and Anna, when he comes to be presented in the Temple according to the Law of Israel. He is both ‘a light to lighten the Gentiles’ and ‘the glory of God’s people Israel’. But the redemption he will bring must be won through suffering; the Incarnation is directed to the Passion; and Simeon’s final words move our attention away from the celebration of Christmas and towards the mysteries of Easter.
					Notes from Common Worship: Times and Seasons, CHP (2007)

Outreach and all age discipleship opportunities in the Epiphany Season

[image: Epiphany House Blessing with Chalk (Symbols For 2020) | House blessing,  Epiphany, Christ centered christmas]Coming of the Magi (6 January) 
· Star-gazing night 
· 3 Kings Star Trail or Treasure Hunt
· Crafts involving stars or crowns 
· Epiphany party 
· Invite your neighbours for Epiphany Cake (Galette des Ros or Rosca des Reyes)
· Traditional Epiphany Chalking of the Door and House blessing
· Tell the story of the wise men on 6th Jan and place the wise men in the crib scene for the first time

Jesus baptism (Sunday after Epiphany) 

· [image: ]Tell the story of Jesus’ baptism
· At church have a rededication of baptismal roll or register (invite all those baptised in last 20 years) – and explain what baptism is about
· At home, bring out the family’s baptism candles and renew your own baptismal promises together at dinner


Candlemas (Presentation of Christ at the Temple – 2 February) 

· [bookmark: _Hlk61021772][image: ]Make candles
· Go on an Snowdrop Walk (Snowdrops are also called “candlemas bells” and are symbols of hope
· [image: Candle Making Parties | Children and Adult Candle Making Parties]Wrap up a pile of coins into a white paper tube and put a red flame on top and give to your chosen charity
· Honour the older generation eg celebrate a “grandparents day”
· The French custom is to eat crepes on this day (Le Chandeleur)and make them look like the sun.
· Candlemas Christingle
· Tell the story of Simeon and Anna
· [image: La Chandeleur - it's crêped up on us again! - Paris Pass Blog]Some people leave the Christmas tree up until Candlemas, the end of the Epiphany Season. 
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